ACTIVITY 68

Limits on executive membership of Parliament (allow 30 minutes)

Please find on LexisLibrary (or another database if you prefer) the House of Commons
Disqualification Act 1975, and read ss. 1 and 2 of this Act.

What limitations do these sections impose on members of the executive also being
members of Parliament?

COMMENT

The House of Commons Disqualification Act 1975 provides some degree of separation of
personnel between Parliament and the legislature, which you will recall from Unit 1 is one
key aspect of the doctrine of the separation of powers.

Section 1 disqualifies certain members of the executive (e.g. members of the armed forces
and members of the police) from holding Parliamentary office.

Section 2 limits the number of government ministers who may sit in the House of Commons
to 95. (You might contrast this with the position under the US Constitution, where no
member of the executive may also be a member of Congress).



	Button1: 


