ACTIVITY 50

Sale of Goods Act 1979 (allow 15 minutes)

Using the internet (for example, LexisLibrary or Westlaw) please find and read ss. 13 and 14 of
the Sale of Goods Act 1979.

What terms do these sections imply into contracts for the sale of goods?

You might find it helpful to bear the following points in mind as you read the two sections: s. 13
applies to all sales of goods by description. However, s. 14 only applies where the seller is selling
in the course of a business. It is very important to understand that only the seller needs to be in
business for the s.14 terms to be implied. It is immaterial who the buyer is. In practice this is
often misunderstood. Many people think that the s. 14 terms only protect consumers (broadly
speaking, in sale of goods law, a consumer is a person who is not buying for business purposes;
we will see a full definition of ‘consumer’ when we look at the Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977
later in this Unit).

It is in fact true that increasingly, the law on sale of goods does provide extra rights for
consumers when compared to commercial buyers, and we will look at this development (in
outline) later. However, it is not correct to think that the law only protects consumers. All buyers,
whether they be consumer or commercial buyers, are protected under s. 14, as long as the seller
is in business.



COMMENT

Inter alia, s.13 of the 1979 Act implies into sales of goods by description a term that the
goods will correspond with that description, and s. 14 implies two terms: that the goods will
be of satisfactory quality, and that the goods will be reasonably fit for any particular purpose
disclosed by the buyer to the seller. All these terms are conditions (s. 14(6)): we will look at
the significance of this at paragraph 4.1.4 below.
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